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Ballentine and Loos win Bassmaster High School Series at Harris 
Chain of Lakes presented by Academy Sports + Outdoors

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual  
Black History Month edition, coming in Feb. 2022.

  LEESBURG, Fla. — Bryce Ba-
lentine and Dalton Loos of the 
Central Florida Youth Anglers 
employed a balanced game plan 
based on quantity and quality to 
win the Bassmaster High School 
Series at Harris Chain of Lakes 
presented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors with a limit catch of 25 
pounds, 6 ounces. 
 Edging the second-place Sale 
Creek Anglers team of BJ Collins 
and Banks Shaw by a margin of 
2-7, Balentine and Loos earned 
$770 each and a spot in the 2022 
Bassmaster High School Series 
National Championship pre-
sented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors. (Dates and location 
TBA). Shaw and former partner 
Gage King won the 2021 Na-
tional Championship.  
 The winners spent their day in 
Lake Griffin and fished a 100-
yard area of offshore grass in 9 to 
10 feet. They chose their spot 
based on its seclusion and famil-
iarity. 
 “We just wanted to get away 
from the crowd,” Loos said. 
“We’ve had history out there, so 
we went ahead and ran it.” 
 Balentine and Loos started their 
day fishing 1/2-ounce black/blue 
Z-Man ChatterBait Jack-
Hammers with green pumpkin 
swimbait trailers. Later in the 
day, they switched to a slow 
dragging presentation with Zoom 
Old Monster worms in the red-
bug and junebug colors Texas 

Bryce Balentine and Dalton Loos of the Central Florida Youth Anglers have won the 2022 Bassmaster High School Series 
at Harris Chain of Lakes presented by Academy Sports + Outdoors with 25 pounds, 6 ounces. A looker-on (center) helped 
the boys in showing off why they won. (Photo by Logan Crumley/B.A.S.S.) 

rigged on 5/0 hooks with 1/8-
ounce weights. 
 The ChatterBaits earned Balen-
tine and Loos a limit by midday. 
Then when the emerging sun 
warmed the lake, those big 
worms allowed them to make 

significant upgrades.  
 “When those fish are all lock-
jawed, you put that big bait in 
front of them, they can’t resist 
it,” Balentine said. 
 Balentine, who placed third at 
last year’s event with Carson 

boated a limit of 22-15. They 
caught all of their fish on 3/4-
ounce white and chartreuse 
Strike King spinnerbaits with 
large willow-leaf blades.  
“We stuck with a spinnerbait all 
day because we knew we could 
get five of the right bites doing 
that,” Shaw said. “We actually 
ended up catching a lot of fish. 
We didn’t lose any fish, we didn’t 
miss any fish, we caught every-
thing that bit.” 
 Collins said he and Shaw had 
fished their area in previous visits 
to the Harris Chain, so they felt 
comfortable that they knew how 
the fish would position. Shaw 
noted they consistently caught 
better fish by monitoring their 
Humminbird 360 to detect key 
features. 
 “It was definitely the grass that 
was a little bit higher,” Shaw 
said. “The grass could be 4 feet 
high right here and 5 feet high 
right there. We just used 360 and 
Garmin LiveScope to find those 
sweet spots that nobody else 
saw.” 
Peyton Sorrow of the Eagle Eye 
Anglers fished alone and finished 
third with 16-11. 
 Seventh-place Benjamin Hester 
and Mason Caldwell of Rhea 
County High School won the big 
fish award for their 9-7. 
 The tournament was hosted by 
Lake County, the City of Lees-
burg and Greater Orlando Sports 

Russell, said it felt good to close 
out the win by fishing the same 
way he did in 2021.  
 “I just stuck with my gut and did 
what I know,” he said. “This is 
the biggest tournament I’ve won. 
It means a lot. It’s awesome. I 

have jitters, I’m still shaking.” 
 Loos said their win was espe-
cially meaningful, following a 
very difficult practice. “I fished a 
whole day and caught no fish.” 
 Collins and Shaw also targeted 
Lake Griffin’s offshore grass and Please see sports page 4
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NFL Championship Sunday features battles for Lamar Hunt and 
George Halas Trophies ... from sports page 1
BENGALS can become the third 
team since 2003 to go from 
“worst to first” and make the 
Super Bowl in the same season, 
joining the 2017 Eagles and 
2009 Saints. The 2017 Jaguars 
and 2006 Saints also followed a 
last-place finish with an appear-
ance in the Championship Game. 
In 2021, both the Bengals and 
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS have 
answered a last-place finish with 
a conference Championship 
Game appearance, making 2021 
the fifth year since the league 
merger in 1970 in which two 
teams have gone from last-place 
finishes to a berth in their confer-
ence Championship Games. 
The seasons in which multiple 
teams advanced to their confer-
ence Championship Games the 
year after finishing last or tied 
for last place in their divisions 
since 1970: 
 SUPER BOWL HOPE: With 
Cincinnati playing for a berth in 
Super Bowl LVI, 75 percent of 
the league (24 of 32 teams) has 
played for a trip to the Super 
Bowl in the past 12 seasons 
(2010-21). 
 For a 17th consecutive season, 
the NFL will have a new Super 
Bowl champion, extending the 
longest streak without a repeat 
winner in league history. The last 
team to win consecutive Super 
Bowls was the 2003-04 New 
England Patriots. 

HOPE FOR TEAMS THAT 
MISS PLAYOFFS: The CIN-
CINNATI BENGALS and SAN 
FRANCISCO 49ERS have ad-
vanced to their conference 
Championship Games the year 
after missing the playoffs. Last 
season, Tampa Bay not only 
reached the Championship Game 
but also won Super Bowl LV 
after missing the prior year’s 
playoffs. In 2019, three teams 
earned berths in the Champion-
ship Game after failing to qualify 
for the playoffs. 
 In fact, four of the last 10 teams 
that played in the Super Bowl – 
the 2020 Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 
2019 San Francisco 49ers, 2017 
Philadelphia Eagles and 2016 At-
lanta Falcons – reached that pin-
nacle after missing the playoffs 
the prior season. 
 REMATCHES: Each Cham-
pionship contest is a rematch of 
games that took place in the final 
two weeks of the regular season. 
The 49ers defeated the Rams in 
overtime, 27-24, in Week 18. The 
Bengals defeated the Chiefs, 34-
31, in Week 17. San Francisco 
also earned a 31-10 win over Los 
Angeles at Levi’s Stadium in 
Week 10. 
 
WILD-CARD WISDOM: Last 
week, San Francisco was the 
only non-division champion to 
win in the Divisional playoffs. 

For a third consecutive season, 
the NFL has a team in a Cham-
pionship Game that did not win 
its division, including Tampa 
Bay in 2020 and Tennessee in 
2019. Seven teams, including the 
Buccaneers last season, have 
won the Super Bowl as a Wild 
Card team. 
 
STELLAR CHAMPIONSHIP 
QUARTERBACKS: A glance at 
the starting quarterbacks for this 
weekend:   
 Kansas City’s PATRICK MA-
HOMES will become the first 
quarterback in NFL history to 
start four conference Champion-
ship Games before turning 27 
years old. 
Cincinnati’s JOE BURROW will 
become the first quarterback 
drafted first overall to start a con-
ference Championship Game 
within his first two seasons. 
The Rams’ MATTHEW STAF-
FORD can become the seventh 
quarterback ever to start a Super 
Bowl in his first season with a 
new team and the fourth this cen-

tury, joining TOM BRADY 
(Tampa Bay in 2020), JAKE 
DELHOMME (Carolina in 
2003) and TRENT DILFER 
(Baltimore in 2000). 
San Francisco’s JIMMY GA-
ROPPOLO can join Pro Football 
Hall of Famer JOE MONTANA 
(four) as the only 49ers starting 
quarterbacks to win multiple 
NFC Championship Games. 
Championship Weekend also 
features starting quarterbacks 
with two of the highest winning 
percentages among players who 
began their careers in the Super 
Bowl era, including the postsea-
son (minimum 50 starts). Kansas 
City’s PATRICK MAHOMES 
ranks first among those quarter-
backs with a career 57-15 record 
(.792), including the postseason. 
San Francisco’s JIMMY GA-
ROPPOLO (37-15, .712) ranks 
fifth. 
 The starting quarterbacks with 
the highest winning percentages, 
including the postseason, among 
players who began their careers 
in the Super Bowl era (minimum 
50 starts): 
 
 SIGNIFICANT HOST SITES: 
The LOS ANGELES RAMS are 
the first team to host a confer-
ence Championship Game in a 
stadium that will also host the 

Super Bowl in the same postsea-
son. Meanwhile, Kansas City is 
the first team ever to host four 
consecutive conference Cham-
pionship Games. 
 
A LOOK BACK ON THAT IN-
CREDIBLE DIVISIONAL 
WEEKEND: A few significant 
notes from the most exciting Di-
visional playoff weekend in NFL 
history: 
 In the four games, the margin of 
victory was a combined 15 
points, the lowest for a Divisional 
playoff weekend in league an-
nals. The previous low was 18 
points in 2006. 
For the first time ever, all four Di-
visional games were decided by a 
winning score on the final play, 
the most in a single postseason 
all-time. During the regular sea-
son, the NFL had 34 games de-
cided by a winning score on the 
final play, the most in a season in 
league history. 
In Kansas City’s 42-36 overtime 
win over Buffalo, the Chiefs and 
Bills combined to score 25 points 
in the final two minutes of regu-
lation, the second-most points in 
the last two minutes of the fourth 
quarter of any game in the Super 
Bowl era. Regular season or post-
season, only one other contest 
produced more points in the final 

two minutes of the fourth quarter: 
The Baltimore Ravens and Min-
nesota Vikings combined for 28 
points in the final minutes of the 
Ravens’ 29-26 win on Dec. 8, 
2013. 
For the first time since 2010, each 
No. 1 seed failed to advance to its 
conference Championship Game. 
This is also the first season since 
2010 in which multiple teams 
seeded fourth or lower (the No. 4 
CINCINNATI BENGALS and 
No. 6 SAN FRANCISCO 
49ERS) advanced to a Cham-
pionship Game. 
Three road teams won in the Di-
visional round for third time in 
NFL history (also 1971 and 
2008). 
RAMS IN RARE COMPANY: 
The Rams are hosting the Cham-
pionship as the NFC’s No. 4 seed. 
Since 1990, when the NFL ex-
panded the playoff field to six 
teams in each conference, only 
one other team has hosted a con-
ference Championship Game as a 
No. 4 seed: The 2008 ARIZONA 
CARDINALS, who defeated 
Philadelphia in the NFC title 
game to advance to Super Bowl 
XLIII. 
 DON’T DISCOUNT LOWER-
SEEDED TEAMS: Since the 


